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NEWS – MARCH 2004 
•  NON-EXCLUSIVE COPYRIGHT LICENCES  –  W hat  you  shou ld  know be fo re  you  

s ign  away your  r igh ts  … read  over lea f  … 
 
DECEMBER 2003 DISTRIBUTION RESULTS 
 

•  V ISCOPY’S December  2003 Dis t r ibu t ion  re tu rned  over  $145,800  to  Aus tra l ian  
v isua l  a r t i s ts ,  a  24% increase  on  our  June  2003 d is t r ibu t ion .  Over  $263 ,000  in  
roya l t ies  has  been  paid  to  Aus t ra l ian  a r t i s ts  over  the  las t  12  months .  

•  22%  o f  roya l t ies  f rom th is  d is t r ibu t ion  was  pa id  to  ind igenous  a r t i s ts ,  a  40% 
inc rease  on  the  June  2003 f igu re .  

•  As  o f  March  2004,  V ISCOPY’s  membersh ip  g rew to  over  4 ,300 ,  a  30% 
inc rease  f rom June  2003 .  

 
 
DECEMBER 2003 DISTRIBUTION :  
Aust ra l ian  vs  In te rnat ional  

Aus t ra l i an  A r t i s ts *  $145 , 837  

I n t e rna t i ona l  A r t i s t s  $74 , 520  

To t a l  D i s t r i bu t i on  $220 , 357  
 
* I nc l udes  $32 , 110  t o  Abor i g i na l  and  To r res  
S t ra i t  I s l ander  (ATS I )  a r t i s t  members .  
 
Percentage per  terr i to ry 

Aus t ra l i a  66%  

Un i t ed  K ingdom  14%  

Franc e  9%  

USA 7%  

Germ any  2%  

Ot he r  t e r r i t o r i es  2%  
 
Thes e  f i gu res  rep res en t  c om b ined  
d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  p r im ary  and  s t a t u t o ry  
roya l t i es .  
 
S t a t u t o ry  roya l t i es  t o  Aus t ra l i an  a r t i s t s  
f rom  educ a t i ona l  c opy ing  ac c oun t ed  f o r  
13 . 5%  o f  t he  t o t a l  payou t ,  am oun t i ng  t o  
ove r  $ 19 , 700 .  221  V I SCOPY m em bers  
rec e i ved  i nc om e f rom educ a t i ona l  c opy ing  
done  und er  “ s t a t u t o ry  l i c e nc es ” .  
 

 

 

 VISCOPY APPOINTS NEW CEO
 

Fo l l o wing  an  e xt ens i ve  s e l ec t i on  p roc es s  
t he  V I S COP Y  Boa rd  rec en t l y  appo in t ed  

Ms  Chrys s y  T in t ne r  as  ou r  ne w Ch ie f  
Exec u t i v e  O f f i c e r .  

Ms  T in t ne r  has  an  e xt ens i ve  i n t e rna t i o na l  
bac k g round  i n  f i lm  and  m ul t i  m ed ia  
p ro j ec t  deve lo pm en t ,  l i c ens ing  and  

m ark e t i ng .  She  has  a l s o  work ed  as  a  
s en io r  gov e rnm en t  po l i c y  ana l ys t  bo t h  i n  

Aus t ra l i a  and  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t es .  
The  B oard  and  s t a f f  o f  VISCOPY  a re  

p l eas ed  t o  we l c om e he r  on t o  t he  t eam.  
 

VISCOPY RESELLER LICENSING 
 

W hen  d is c uss ions  a re  he ld  wi t h  m a jo r  f i ne
a r t  auc t i on  hous es ,  a  c omm on po in t  t hey  

ra i s e  i s  t he  need  f o r  a  ' l eve l  p l ay i ng  f i e l d '  
w i t h  o t he r  us e r  g ro ups .  V IS COP Y  

m em bers  have  a l s o  exp res s ed  c onc ern  
t ha t  s om e p laye rs  i n  t he  mark e t  c on t i nue  

t o  rep rod uc e  t he i r  work s  w i t hou t  a  
l i c enc e .  VI SCOPY  i s  c u r ren t l y  

es t ab l i s h i ng  Annua l  l i c ens es  wi t h  Res e l l e r
ga l l e r i es  and  a r t  c ons u l t an t s  t o  c ove r  
t he i r  us age .  I f  you  a re  a ware  o f  o t he r  
us e r  g roups  t ha t  c an  be  c ove r ed  i n  a  
s im i l a r  f as h ion ,  we  wou ld  l i k e  t o  hea r  
f rom  you .  Em a i l  v i s c opy@v is c opy . c om   

mailto:viscopy@viscopy.com
mailto:viscopy@viscopy.com
http://www.viscopy.com/


NON EXCLUSIVE COPYRIGHT 
LICENCES –  Signing away your  
r ights  and your  po tent ia l  for  
income … 
 
•  A  number  o f  VISCOPY  members  

have  con tac ted  us  express ing  
concerns  abou t  the  imp l i ca t ions  
o f  s ign ing  “Non-Exc lus ive  
Copyr igh t  L icences” .  These  
l i cences  a re  typ ica l l y  p repared  by 
o rgan isa t ions  and  po tent ia l  
copyr igh t  users  reques t ing  
permiss ion  to  reproduce the  
a r t i s ts ’  work  w ithout  l im i ta t ions  
o r  res t r i c t ions  and  wi th  no  o f fe r  
o f  f i nanc ia l  remunera t ion  … 

 
•  Typ ica l l y ,  th i s  t ype  o f  “ l i cence”  

reques ts  use  o f  the  a r t is ts ’  work  
fo r  pub l i ca t ion  in  books ,  pos te rs ,  
pos tcards ,  ca ta logues ,  cd - roms,  
webs i tes  and  a  var ie ty  o f  so -
ca l led  “p romot iona l ”  purposes  …  

 
•  One such  “ l i cence”  tha t  recen t l y  

came to  VISCOPY ’ s  a t ten t ion  was  
reques t ing  permiss ion  f rom the  
a r t i s t  fo r  the  l i fe  o f  copyr igh t  –  
wi th  no  o f fe r  o f  fees  fo r  the  
usage!  As  V ick i  McConv i l l e  wro te  
in  the  March /May 2004 NAVA 
News le t te r ,  “Many a r t i s t s  
es t imate  they can  spend up  to  20  
hours  per  week  in  unpa id  t ime in  
the  “bus iness  o f  be ing  an  a r t i s t ” ,  
o f ten  wi th  l i t t l e  o r  no  an t i c ipa ted  
re tu rn ” .  Roya l t ies  f rom the  
reproduc t ion  o f  a r t is ts ’  work  can  
be  a  v i ta l  source  o f  income –  and  
o f ten  represen t  the  on ly  source  o f  
income the  a r t i s t  rece ives  a f te r  
the  f i r s t  sa le  o f  the i r  wo rk .   

 
•  Some ar t i s ts  may be  tempted  to  

regard  these  type  o f  l i cences  as  
an  oppor tun i ty  fo r  g rea te r  
exposure  in  the  marke tp lace  … 
however  the  a r t i s t  mus t  rea l i se  
tha t  once  a  l icence  such  as  th is  
i s  s igned ,  the  user  cou ld  
po ten t ia l l y  reproduce  the i r  work  
on  every th ing  f rom tea  towe ls  to  
to i le t  paper  … fo r  sa le  to  the  

pub l i c  … and wi th  zero  earn ings  
re tu rned  to  the  a r t i s t .  

 
•  VISCOPY’s  l i cens ing  p rocedures  

ensure  the  a r t i s t  is  appropr ia te ly  
remunera ted  fo r  use  o f  the i r  work  
–  espec ia l l y  fo r  commerc ia l  use .  
W e l icence  each  usage  
ind iv idua l l y  wi th  f i rm,  bu t  fa i r  
gu ide l ines  our  c l ien ts  a re  
expec ted  to  fo l low.  

 
•  VISCOPY recommend tha t  a l l  

a r t i s ts ,  espec ia l l y  our  members ,  
avo id  agree ing  to  the  poss ib le  
exp lo i ta t ion  o f  the i r  work  th rough 
accep tance  o f  “non-exc lus ive  
copyr igh t  l i cences” .  

 

LEG AL RESOURCES FOR AR TI STS  
 

I f  y o u  r e q u i r e  s p e c i f i c  l e g a l  a d v i c e  a n d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  c o p y r i g h t  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  

v i s u a l  a r t s  -  

 
The  Ar ts  Law  Cent re  o f  Aust ra l i a  

 
A r t s  L a w  g i v e s  p r e l i m i n a r y  a d v i c e  a n d  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a r t i s t s  a n d  a r t s  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a c r o s s  a l l  a r t  f o r m s  o n  a  

w i d e  r a n g e  o f  a r t s  r e l a t e d  l e g a l  a n d  
b u s i n e s s  m a t t e r s  i n c l u d i n g  c o n t r a c t s ,  

c o p y r i g h t ,  b u s i n e s s  n a m e s  a n d  s t r u c t u r e s ,  
d e f a m a t i o n ,  i n s u r a n c e  a n d  e m p l o ym e n t .  

A r t s  L a w  c a n  p r o v i d e  s a m p l e s  o f  c o n t r a c t s  
a n d  a g r e e m e n t s  c o v e r i n g  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a n d  a l s o  h a v e  a r t i c l e s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  l e g a l  i s s u e s  a n d  t h e  v i s u a l  a r t s  

a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e i r  w e b s i t e .  
 

W ebs i t e  -  www. a r t s l a w. c om. au   
 To l l  F ree :  1800  221  457  

The  Gunner y ,  43 -5 1  Co wp er  W har f  
Road  W oo l l oom oo loo  NSW  2011  

 
The  Aus t ra l i an  Cop yr igh t  Counc i l  

 
T h e  c o u n c i l  p u b l i s h e s  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n  s h e e t s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  
c o p y r i g h t  h o l d e r s .  I f  yo u  r e q u i r e  s p e c i f i c  

l e g a l  a d v i c e  a b o u t  a n  i s s u e  n o t  c o v e r e d  b y  
a n  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h e e t ,  a  C o p y r i g h t  C o u n c i l  

l a w ye r  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  i t .  
 

W ebs i t e  -  www. c op yr i gh t . o rg . au  
Te l :  02  9318  1788  Fa x 02  9696  353 6  

Em a i l  i n f o@c opy r i gh t . o rg . au  
245  Cha lm ers  S t ree t ,  Red f e rn .  NSW .  

2016  
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