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RESALE RIGHTS FOR ARTISTS – INFORMATION SHEET 
 
●  ” I f  resa le  roya l t ies  we re  
in t roduced ,  a  subs tan t ia l  amount  o f  
bene f i t  wou ld  be  en joyed  by a r t i s ts ,  
as  es t imates  ind ica te  tha t  resa le  
roya l t ies  ca lcu la ted  on  1999-2000 
sa les  wou ld  amount  to  approximate ly  
$6 .75  mi l l ion  . . . ”   
Find ing  f rom the  Repor t  o f  the  
Contemporary  V isua l  Ar ts  and  Cra f t  
Inqu i ry ,  2002 .  The  Inqu i ry  conc luded  
tha t  a  resa le  royal t y  a r rangement  
shou ld  be  in t roduced  in  Aus t ra l ia .  
 
●  "On the  resa le  o f  a r t ,  everyone 
e lse  makes  money,  bu t  the  a r t i s t  i s  
fo rgo t ten"  John Olsen ,  Aus t ra l ia ’s  
lead ing  a r t i s t ,  advoca te  and  
VISCOPY member .  
 
●  Resa le  roya l t y  i s  a  method  by 
wh ich  a  percen tage  o f  the  p r i ce  o f  
work  so ld  a t  pub l i c  auc t ion  i s  
re tu rned  to  the  o r ig ina l  a r t i s t  o r  the i r  
es ta te .  I t  i s  o therwise  known as  
“d ro i t  de  su i te ”  and  has  been  
adopted  in  over  30  count r ies .  A l l  o f  
these  coun t r ies  a re  s igna to r ies  o f  the  
Berne  conven t ion  wh ich  es tab l i shes  
the  in te rna t iona l  f ramework  fo r  “d ro i t  
de  su i te ” .  
 
●  Resa le  roya l t ies  a re  based  upon  
the  p r inc ip le  o f  rec ip roc i t y .  Th is  
means  tha t  o ther  coun t r ies  who have  
a  resa le  roya l t y  p rov is ion  wi l l  be  ab le  
to  pay the  roya l ty  to  Aus t ra l ian  
a r t i s ts  whose  work  i s  so ld  a t  auc t ion  
in  those  coun t r ies .  
 
●  V ISCOPY’s  submiss ion  to  the  Myer  
Repor t  recommended the  
imp lementa t ion  o f  “d ro i t  de  su i te ”  in  
Aus t ra l ia .  The  Myer  Repor t  suppor ts  
th is  recommendat ion  in  i t s  f i nd ings .  
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Resale  Ro yal t y Rights  appl y in  . .
Alger ia ,  Be lg ium,  Ben in ,  Braz i l ,  
Burk ina  Faso ,  Cameroon ,  Ch i le ,  

Congo,  Cos ta  R ica ,  Denmark ,  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUPPORTING THE RESALE RIGHT
 

Czechos lovak ia ,  Ecuador ,  F rance ,  
Germany,  Greece ,  Gu inea ,  

Hungary ,  I ce land ,  I ta ly ,  I vo ry  
Coas t ,  Luxembourg ,  Ma l i ,  

Morocco ,  Peru ,  Ph i l i pp ines ,  
Por tuga l ,  Rwanda,  Senega l ,  Spa in ,

Turkey,  Tun is ia ,  Un i ted  S ta tes  
(Ca l i fo rn ia  on ly) ,  Uruguay,  

Yugos lav ia .  
Caro lynne  Hamdor f ,  Manager ,  
Warmun Ar t  Cent re  “ . . . i t ’ s  rea l l y  jus t  
acknowledg ing  the  source  o f  tha t  
work  and  acknowledg ing  success ive  
homage to  the  maker  o f  tha t  
par t i cu la r  p iece”  (ABC PM 12.09 .03)  
 
Bob Mc Mul lan ,  MP  “W e ’ re  ta lk ing  
about  a  hundred  mi l l i on  do l la r  a r t  
marke t  here ,  so  i t  doesn ’ t  take  a  very  
b ig  percen tage  o f  tha t  marke t  to  
t rans fe r  a  subs tan t ia l  amount  o f  
resources  to  a r t is ts . . . ”  (ABC PM 
12 .09 .03)  
 
Richard  A ls ton ,  fo rmer  Federa l  
Min is te r  fo r  the  Ar ts  “ I  have  been in  
favour  o f  a  resa le  roya l ty  fo r  qu i te  
some t ime,  bu t  i t  has  taken  us  a  
wh i le  to  work  ou t  a  sens ib le  p rogram”  
(The  Aus t ra l ian ,  7 .10 .03)  
 
Senator  Aden Ridgeway  “The  
es tab l i shment  o f  a  scheme fo r  resa le  
roya l ty  r igh ts  fo r  a r t i s ts  i s  
par t i cu la r l y  impor tan t  in  the  con text  
o f  the  rap id ly  booming  in te rna t iona l  
marke t  fo r  Ind igenous  ar two rks . . . ”  
(Med ia  Re lease  29 .07 .03)  
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Senator  Ka te  Lundy  &  Bob Mc Mul lan  
MP  “ . . . v i sua l  a r t i s ts  wi l l  en joy  a  
d i rec t  economic  bene f i t  f rom the i r  
work  i f  i t  i s  reso ld  fo r  a  h igher  va lue .  
V isua l  a r t i s ts  who genera l l y  p roduce  
o r ig ina l  works ,  and  se l l  the i r  works  
to  an  a r t  ga l le ry ,  rece ive  no  fu r ther  
income f rom any fu tu re  inc rease  in  
va lue  when the  work  i s  reso ld . . .Th is  
scheme wi l l  c rea te  a  more  equ i tab le  
sys tem tha t  wi l l  b r ing  f inanc ia l  
rewards  fo r  v i sua l  a r t i s ts  more  in  l i ne  
wi th  those  en joyed  by o ther  a r t i s ts  
under  the  Copyr igh t  Ac t  1968”  
(Med ia  Re lease  10 .09 .03)  
 
Alan  Rees ,  execu to r  o f  the  es ta te  o f  
L loyd  Rees  &  V ISCOPY member   “ In  
the  la te  40 ’s  W i l l i am Dobe l l  was  
recogn ised  as  a  s ign i f i can t  
Aus t ra l ian  a r t i s t ,  bu t  in  ear l ie r  days  
he  had ,  th rough  f inanc ia l  necess i t y ,  
so ld  h is  works  very  cheap ly  . . .  i n  the  
la te  40 ’s  o r  ear l y  50 ’s  there  was  an  
auc t ion  o f  Dobe l l ’ s  work  wh ich  
rea l i sed  p r i ces  tha t  were  a t  the  t ime 
cons idered  as t ronomical  . . .  There  
was  a  famous  SMH car toon  wi th  the  
f ran t i c  auc t ion  ac t i v i t y  go ing  on  in  
the  background,  and  a  sad- faced  
Dobe l l  i n  the  fo reground . . .  The  
cap t ion  was  “No,  o f  course  I  cou ldn ’ t  
a f fo rd  to  b id .  I ’m B i l l  Dobe l l ” .  
 
FACT FROM THE MYER REPORT 
“The  resa le  o f  “W ater  Dreaming  a t  
Ka l ip inypa”  by Ind igenous  a r t i s t  
Johnny W arangku la  T jupur ru la  fo r  
$486 ,500 .00  in  Ju ly  2000  –  a f te r  i t s  
o r ig ina l  purchase  in  the 1970s  fo r  
$150 .00  has  s t imu la ted  fu r ther  
debate . ”  
 
Senator  Ka te  Lundy  &  Bob Mc Mul lan  
MP  “A  ma jo r  benef i c ia ry  o f  th is  
p rogram in  the  fu tu re  wi l l  be  
ind igenous  a r t i s ts ,  fami l i es  and  
communi t ies  who have  missed  ou t  on  
mi l l i ons  o f  do l la rs  o f  po ten t ia l  
i ncome because  they were  unab le  to  
bene f i t  f rom vas t l y  inc reased  resa le  
p r i ces  la te r  in  the i r  ca reers . . . ”  
(Med ia  Re lease  10 .09 .03)  
 
Caro lynne  Hamdor f ,  Manager ,  
Warmun Ar t  Cent re  “ . . . i t  becomes a  

l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f icu l t  to  unders tand  when 
such  huge  p r ices  a re  be ing  
commanded on  the  secondary  
marke t ,  and  there ’s  no  rea l  d i rec t  
bene f i t  back  to  the  fami ly  o f  the  
deceased a r t is t  o r  back  to  the  
a r t i s t . . . ”  (ABC PM 12.09 .03)  
 
Former  VISCOPY Cha i rman Mark  F i t z-Gera ld  
“Resa le  roya l t ies  wi l l  de l i ve r  rea l  
income to  a r t is ts .  They wi l l  he lp  
suppor t  those  who ac tua l l y  c rea te  the  
v isua l  beau ty  and  cu l tu ra l  cha l lenges  
tha t ,  as  Aus t ra l ians ,  we  re ly  on  to  
in fo rm and  suppor t  our  ind iv idua l i t y  
and  iden t i t y  as  a  na t ion  . . .  Senato r  
Lundy i s  r igh t  to  no te  ind igenous  
communi t ies  a re  d isadvan taged  . . .  
auc t ion  house  sa les  o f  ind igenous  a r t  
topped $7 .5M in  Ju ly  th is  year ,  none  
o f  wh ich  the  a r t i s t  sees  . . .  V ISCOPY 
has  long  been  an  advoca te  fo r  resa le  
roya l t ies ,  and  con tends  tha t  the  
va lue  o f  such  an  inves tment  in  
Aus t ra l ia ’ s  cu l tu ra l  fu tu re  cannot  be  
underes t imated  . . .  The  conduc t  o f  the 
Myer  Inqu i r y  in to  the  economic  
bene f i t s  to  the  na t ion  o f  the  v isua l  
a r ts  now represen ts  a  ma jo r  
recogn i t ion  o f  and  investment  in  the  
v isua l  a r ts  by  the  Federa l  
Government .  The  cha l lenge  now is  to  
bu i ld  on  tha t  inves tment . . . ”   
 
FINDING FROM THE MYER REPORT 
“As  demand in  the  a r t  marke t  i s  
h igh ly  vo la t i l e ,  i t  i s  un l ike ly  tha t  
resa le  roya l t ies  wou ld  have  an  
impac t  on  the  a r t  market  over  t ime”  
 
RECOMMENDATION 5  f rom THE 
MYER REPORT 
●  In t roduce  a  resa le  roya l ty  
a r rangement .  
●  Es tab l i sh  a  work ing  g roup ,  
compr is ing  represen ta t ives  f rom 
government  and  the  v isua l  a r ts  and  
c ra f t  sec to r ,  to  analyse  the  op t ions  
fo r  in t roduc ing  a  resa le  roya l ty  
a r rangement .  
●  Conduc t  a  tender  to  de te rmine  an  
appropr ia te  body to  admin is te r  the  
resa le  roya l ty  a r rangement ;  and  
●  A l loca te  $250,000  fo r  the  
deve lopment  o f  an  imp lementa t ion  
s t ra tegy.  


